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The Glottis and its Adjusting Cartilages.

There is another point to be considered in connection
with the structure of the glottis. It was given above as
a general law of the air-passages that their cavities must
always be open. If, however, the glottis were a fissure
like that in the caoutchouc apparatus, the inspired cur-
rent of air, by pressing upon the two plates, would press
their edges together, and thus itself close the passage
into the windpipe. This difficulty is avoided in the
simplest manner; the two posterior ends of the vocal
chords do not lie close together at the point of their
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attachment to the cricoid cartilage, but are removed from
each other to a distance of about 5 mm. (J inch); in other
words, the plate of the cricoid cartilage does not, like the
thyroid cartilage, fix one point merely in the periphery of
the elastic membrane, but about 5 mm. (J inch) of the
periphery. Thus the glottis presents the appearance of
a triangle, with a narrow base lying posteriorly upon the
plate of the cricoid cartilage, its long sides terminating
in an apex situated within the hollow of the thyroid